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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 20,22 & 27 are withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Curbelo et al. US 6615523 Bl . Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 28-32, 34 8c 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Curbelo et al. US 6615523 Bl. 

Note: See notations on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo for elements representing claimed limitations 
in the instant application. 

With respect to claim 28, Curbelo et al. teaches a display device (see. Abstract of Curbelo et 
al.) comprising a main body (4) and a hinge structure (5,6) rotatably connected to the main body 
(4), a supporting structure (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) connected to the 
hinge structure (5,6), the supporting structure (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) 
comprising a first supporting element (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) and a 
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second supporting element (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.), the first supporting 
element (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) and the second supporting element 
(see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) rotatably connected to the hinge structure (5,6). 

With respect to claim 29, Curbelo et al. teaches wherein the hinge structure (5,6) is rotatable in 
a first plane (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) changing the angular orientation of 
the supporting structure (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) relative to the main 
body (4), and the first supporting element (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) and 
the second supporting element (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) are rotatable in 
a second plane (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) intersecting the first plane (see, 
notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.). 

With respect to claim 30, Curbelo et al. teaches wherein the first supporting structure (see, 
notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) and the second supporting structure (see, notation on 
attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) fiirther comprise a first toothed portion (see, notation on 
attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) and a second tooth portion (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of 
Curbelo et al.), respectively, the first toothed portion engaging (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of 
Curbelo et al.) and the second toothed portion (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) 
such that the first supporting structure (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) rotates 
to the second supporting structure (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.). 
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With respect to claim 31, Curbelo et al. teaches wherein the first supporting structure and the 
second supporting structure (see, notations on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) further comprise a 
first and a second end (see, notations on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.), respectively and 
rotation of the first supporting structure (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) in a 
first direction and the second supporting structure (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et 
al.) in a second direction separates the first and the second ends (see, notation on attached fig. 1 
of Curbelo et al.). 

With respect to claim 32, Curbelo et al. teaches wherein the main body (4) comprises a bottom 
(see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.), and when the hinge structure (5,6) is rotated in 
a direction away form the main body (4), and the first supporting structure (see, notation on 
attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) and the second supporting structure (see, notation on attached 
fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) are rotated to a first orientation in which the first and the second ends 
(see, notations on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) are separated, the bottom and first and the 
second ends (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) support the main body (4). 

With respect to claim 34, Curbelo et al. teaches wherein the first supporting structure and the 
second supporting structure (see, notations on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) comprise a first 
end and a second end (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.), respectfully, and rotation 
of the first supporting structure (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) in a first 
direction and the second supporting structure (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) in 
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a second direction separates the first and second ends (see, notations on attached fig. 1 of 
Curbelo et al.) 

With respect to claim 35, wherein the main body (4) comprises a bottom (see, notation on 
attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.), and when the hinge structure (5,6) is rotated in a direction away 
from the main body (4) and the first supporting structure and the second supporting structure 
(see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) are rotated to a first orientation in which the 
first and the second ends (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) are separated, the 
bottom and first and second ends (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo et al.) support the 
main body (4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 33 & 36 are rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Corbelo et 
al. US 6615523 Bl in view of Hubbard US 20020122291 Al. 
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With respect to claim 33, in regards to all the limitations of claims 28,29,34-36 & 30-32 
respectively, Curbelo et al. teaches the first and the second supporting structure (see, notations 
on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo) are rotated to second orientation in which the first and the second 
ends (see, notations on attached fig. 1 of Curbelo) are adjacent, and further teaches that the 
display device Curbelo teaches that the device can be mounted on top of another flat surface 
(see, col. 2, lines 51-56), but is silent as to a base and a receiving portion. 

Hubbard teaches a base and a receiving portion. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to utilize the base and receiving portion of Hubbard in the invention on Curbelo, in order to 
provide a flat surface support means for the display device. 

4. Claims 14, 15,20,23 & 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ma 
Us 6191940 Bl in view of Burgess US 0487469. 

Note: See notations on attached fig. 3 of Ma & fig. 3 & 4 of Burgess for elements representing 
claimed limitations in the instant application. 

With respect to claim 14, Ma teaches a display device (see. Abstract of Ma), comprising: a 
main body (1) and a stand (2,3) cormected to the main body (1) and having a first supporting 
element (2) and a second supporting element (3), wherein the bottoms of the first supporting 
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element (2) and second supporting element (3) and main body (1) form a plane (see, notation on 
attached fig. 3 of Ma) and the main body (1) is supported, but is silent as to wherein when the 
first supporting element (2) is separated from the second supporting element (3) by a 
predetermined distance. 

Burgess teaches (first & second supporting elements (see, notation on attached fig. 3 of 
Burgess), wherein when a first supporting element having a first rotating end (see, notation on 
attached fig. 3 of Burgess) and a first free end (see, notation on attached fig. 3 of Burgess) 
opposite thereto, the second supporting element having a second rotating end (see, notation on 
attached fig. 3 of Burgess) and a second free end (see, notation on attached fig. 3 of Burgess) 
opposite thereto, the first and the second rotating ends (see, notations on attached fig. 3 of 
Burgess) rotatably the first rotating end is rotatably connected to the second rotating end (see, 
notation on attached fig. 3 of Burgess), and the distance (see, notation on attached fig. 3 of 
Burgess) between the first free end (see, notation on attached fig. 3 of Burgess) and changes 
when either of the first and the second supporting elements rotates (see, notations on attached 
fig. 3 of Burgess), in order to provide a self-supporting object, via a pivotal connection (see, col. 
2, lines 50-74 of Burgess). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to utilize the first and second elements of Burgess in the invention on Burgess, in order to 
provide a means of self-supporting an object, via a pivotal connection (see, col. 2, lines 50-74 of 
Burgess). 
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With respect to claim 15, Ma teaches a hinge body (21) disposed on the main body (1), the 
stand (2,3) connected to the main body (1) by means of the hinge body (21), and the hinge body 
(21) rotating in a direction away from the main body (1) to change the angle between the stand 
(2,3) and main body (1). 

With respect to claim 20, Burgess teaches a first supporting element and a second supporting 
element (see, notations on attached fig. 3 of Burgess), which fiirther comprise a first toothed 
portion and a second toothed portion (see, notation on attached fig. 3 of Burgess) respectfiiUy, 
the first toothed portion engaging the second toothed portion (see, notations on attached fig. 3 of 
Burgess) such that the first supporting element (see, notation on attached fig. 3 of Burgess) with 
respect to the second supporting element (see, notation on attached fig. 3 of Burgess). 

With respect to claim 22, Ma teaches a hinge (21), which is covered, but is silent as to a first 
cover portion and a second cover portion. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to utilize a first and second cover portion, over the cover hinge of Ma, as an alternate 
equivalent means of enclosing a hinge of a display device. 

With respect to claim 23, in regards to all the limitations of claims 14 & 15 above. Ma as 
modified by Burgess, teaches a hinge (21) & a hinge connection and a first and second fixed bolt 
(d") (see, col. 1, lines 31-36 of Burgess), but is silent as to a first and second fixed pin. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to utilize pins over the bolts of Ma as modified by Burgess, in order to provide an altemate 
equivalent means of rotatably attaching the first and second supporting means to a hinge 
structure. 

With respect to claim 27, Burgess teaches wherein a main body (see, notation on attached fig. 
3 of Burgess) comprises a sliding groove (see, notation on attached fig. 3 of Burgess), the first 
and the second supporting elements (see, notations on attached fig. 3 of Burgess) disposed in the 
sliding groove (see, notation on attached fig. 3 of Burgess) therein, the stand in a received 
condition when the first and the second supporting elements (see, notation on attached fig. 3 of 
Burgess) are separated. 

5. Claims 16-19 & 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ma Us 
6191940 Bl in view of Burgess US 0487469, further in view of Hubbard US 20020122291 Al. 

Note: See notations on attached fig. 2a of Hubbard for elements representing claimed limitations 
in the instant application. 

With respect to claim 16, Ma teaches first and second supporting elements (2,3), but is silent 
as to a base having a receiving portion. 
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Hubbard teaches a base (see, notation on attached fig. 2A of Hubbard), having a receiving 
portion (see, notation on attached fig.2A) for a portable computer (see, col. 3, par. 0062), in 
order to provide an ergonomic viewing position for a portable computer (see. Abstract of 
Hubbard). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to utilize the base of Hubbard, in the invention on Ma as modified by Burgess, in order to 
provide in order to provide an ergonomic viewing position for a portable computer (see. Abstract 
of Hubbard). 

With respect to claim 17, Hubbard teaches a receiving portion (see, notation attached fig. 2 A) 
of the base (see, notation on attached fig. 2A of Hubbard) and a lock structure disposed in the 
receiving portion (see, notation on attached fig. 2 A of Hubbard) of the base (see, notation on 
attached fig. 2A of Hubbard). 

With respect to claim 18, Hubbard teaches (see, fig. 2A) a lock structure (70), a button 
element (125) and an engaging element (inner housing of (65)) (see, fig. 4), the button element 
(125) disposed on the engaging element (inner housing of (65)), in order to provide a releasably 
engaging means for a desktop portion positioned securely within a housing of a base (see, col. 4, 
par. 0067 of Hubbard). 
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Although, Hubbard is silent as to the button being slidable, numerous slidable button 
configurations are common and well known in the art. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to utilize a slidable button, over the button configuration of Hubbard, in the invention of 
Ma as modified by Burgess, in order to provide an alternate equivalent means of releasably 
engaging the portable computer from a base. 

With respect to claim 19, Ma as modified by Burgess, teaches a first supporting element and a 
second supporting element, but is silent as to a the first and second supporting elements engaging 
an engaging element and disengaging from the engaging element, 

Hubbard teaches (see, fig. 4) an engaging portion to engage an engaging element. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to utilize the engaging element of Hubbard in the invention of Ma, as modified by Burgess, 
in order to provide a releasably engaging means of a desktop portion secured within a housing of 
a base (see, col. 4, par. 0067 of Hubbard). 

With respect to claim 25, Hubbard teaches (see, fig. 1-4) a bottom plate (130) disposed under 
the base (60), the lock structure (70) (see, col. 4, par 0067) disposed in a receiving portion (see 
attached, showing noted section on fig. 1-4) of the base (60) and on the bottom plate (130). 
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5. Claims 21, 24 & 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ma US 
6191940 Bl, in view of Burgess US 0487469, Hubbard US 20020122291 Al & Doczy et al. US 
6788527 B2. 

With respect to claims 21, in regards to all the limitations of claim 14, Ma, as modified by 
Burgess, teaches first and second supporting elements (2,3), respectively, but is silent as to a 
cushion disposed on the bottoms of the first and second supporting elements, respectively. 

Doczy et al. teaches (see, fig. 1 IB & 20) a cushion, such as rubber, disposed on the bottoms of 
first and second supporting elements, for providing a cushioned and relatively high firiction 
interface for mounting a support section on a desired mounting surface) (see, col. 18, lines 20-27 
of Doczy etal.) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to utilize the cushion of Doczy et al., in the invention of Landry et al., in order to provide a 
cushioned and relatively high friction interface for mounting a support section on a desired 
mounting surface) (see, col. 18, lines 20-27 of Doczy et al) 

With respect to claim 24, in regards to all the limitations of claim 14 above, Ma as modified 
by Burgess & Hubbard, teaches a receiving portion (64) of the base (62), but is silent as to at 
least one first buffer. 
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Doczy et al. teaches (see, fig. 1 IB & 20) a buffer (see, col. 18, lines 20-27), for providing a 
cushioned and relatively high fiiction interface for mounting a support section on a desired 
mounting surface) (see, col. 18, lines 20-27 of Doczy et al.) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to utilize the cushion of Doczy et aL, in the invention of Ma, as modified by Burgess & 
Hubbard, in order to provide a cushioned and relatively high friction interface for mounting a 
support section on a desired mounting surface) (see, col. 18, lines 20-27 of Doczy et al.) 

With respect to claim 26, Ma as modified by Burgess & Hubbard, teaches a bottom plate 
(130), but is silent as to at least one second buffer. 

Doczy et al. teaches (see, fig. 1 IB & 20) a buffer (see, col. 18, lines 20-27), for providing a 
cushioned and relatively high firiction interface for mounting a support section on a desired 
mounting surface) (see, col. 18, lines 20-27 of Doczy et al 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to utilize the cushion of Doczy et al., in the invention of Ma as modified by Burgess & 
Hubbard, in order to provide a cushioned and relatively high friction interface for mounting a 
support section on a desired mounting surface) (see, col. 18, lines 20-27 of Doczy et al.). 
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7. Applicant's arguments, filed 4/1 3/06, have been fully considered, but are moot in view of 
the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8 The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: Lin US 6493216 Bl shows the state of the art regarding support structures for 
display device configurations. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the examiner 
should be directed to Ingrid Wright whose telephone number is (571)272-8392. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on (571)272-2800, ext 35. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained fi"om the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toU-fi-ee). 
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